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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wellen 
(US 2002/0075884). 

Regarding claim 1, Wellen discloses identifying first and second portions of a first 
message in slices, and identifying first and second portions of a second message in the 
slices (e.g., paragraph [0029], "schedule function"), selecting independently in each 
slice the same messages based on priorities, and sending the portions of the selected 
message to the network resource (e.g., paragraph [0031], "take these priorities into 
account"). 

Regarding claim 2, Wellen also discloses priorities based on ages (e.g., 
paragraph [0030], "VOQ"). 

Regarding claim 3, Wellen also discloses dividing each message to create the 
first and second portions and sending the portions to respective slices (e.g., paragraph 
[0029]). 
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Regarding claim 4, Wellen also discloses a memory resource (e.g., paragraph 
[0030], "virtual ports"). 

Regarding claim 5, Wellen also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., paragraph [0046]). 

Regarding claim 6, Wellen also discloses a crossbar (e.g., paragraph [0052], 
"separate (optical) cross connect"). 

Regarding claim 7, Wellen discloses identifying first and second portions of a first 
message in slices, and identifying first and second portions of a second message in the 
slices (e.g., paragraph [0029], "schedule function"), selecting independently in each 
slice the same messages based on priorities, and sending the portions of the selected 
message to the network resource (e.g., paragraph [0031], "take these priorities into 
account"). 

Regarding claim 8, Wellen also discloses a memory resource (e.g., paragraph 
[0030], "virtual ports"). 

Regarding claim 9, Wellen also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., paragraph [0046]). 

Regarding claim 10, Wellen also discloses a crossbar (e.g., paragraph [0052], 
"separate (optical) cross connect"). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Wellen discloses means for identifying first and second 
portions of a first message in slices, and for identifying first and second portions of a 
second message in the slices (e.g., paragraph [0029], "schedule function"), means for 
selecting independently in each slice the same messages based on priorities, and 
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means for sending the portions of the selected message to the network resource (e.g., 
paragraph [0031], "take these priorities into account"). 

Regarding claim 12, Wellen also discloses priorities are based on ages (e.g., 
paragraph [0030], "VOQ"). 

Regarding claim 13, Wellen also discloses means for dividing each message to 
create the first and second portions and sending the portions to respective slices (e.g., 
paragraph [0029]). 

Regarding claim 14, Wellen also discloses a memory resource (e.g., paragraph 
[0030], "virtual ports"). 

Regarding claim 15, Wellen also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., paragraph [0046]). 

Regarding claim 16, Wellen also discloses a crossbar (e.g., paragraph [0052], 
"separate (optical) cross connect"). 

Regarding claim 17, Wellen discloses means for identifying first and second 
portions of a first message in slices, and for identifying first and second portions of a 
second message in the slices (e.g., paragraph [0029], "schedule function"), means for 
selecting independently in each slice the same messages based on priorities, and 
means for sending the portions of the selected message to the network resource (e.g., 
paragraph [0031], "take these priorities into account"). 

Regarding claim 18, Wellen also discloses a memory resource (e.g., paragraph 
[0030], "virtual ports"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/925,156 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2112 

Regarding claim 19, Wellen also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., paragraph [0046]). 

Regarding claim 20, Wellen also discloses a crossbar (e.g., paragraph [0052], 
"separate (optical) cross connect"). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chiussi 
(US 5689506). 

Regarding claim 1 , Chiussi discloses identifying first and second portions of a 
first message in slices, and identifying first and second portions of a second message in 
the slices (e.g., col. 8, lines 52-61), selecting independently in each slice the same 
messages based on priorities, and sending the portions of the selected message to the 
network resource (e.g., col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 2, Chiussi also discloses priorities based on ages (e.g., col. 5, 
lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 3, Chiussi also discloses dividing each message to create the 
first and second portions and sending the portions to respective slices (e.g., col. 8, lines 
52-64). 
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Regarding claim 4, Chiussi also discloses a memory resource (e.g., col. 4, line 

65). 

Regarding claim 5, Chiussi also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., col. 9, lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 6, Chiussi also discloses a crossbar (e.g., col. 3, lines 62-63). 

Regarding claim 7, Chiussi discloses identifying first and second portions of a 
first message in slices, and identifying first and second portions of a second message in 
the slices (e.g., col. 8, lines 52-61), selecting independently in each slice the same 
messages based on priorities, and sending the portions of the selected message to the 
network resource (e.g., col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 8, Chiussi also discloses a memory resource (e.g., col. 4, line 

65). 

Regarding claim 9, Chiussi also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., col. 9, lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 10, Chiussi also discloses a crossbar (e.g., col. 3, lines 62-63). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Chiussi discloses means for identifying first and second 
portions of a first message in slices, and for identifying first and second portions of a 
second message in the slices (e.g., col. 8, lines 52-61), means for selecting 
independently in each slice the same messages based on priorities, and means for 
sending the portions of the selected message to the network resource (e.g., col. 9, lines 
56-60). 
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Regarding claim 12, Chiussi also discloses priorities are based on ages (e.g., col. 
5, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 13, Chiussi also discloses means for dividing each message to 
create the first and second portions and sending the portions to respective slices (e.g., 
col. 8, lines 52-64). 

Regarding claim 14, Chiussi also discloses a memory resource (e.g., col. 4, line 

65). 

Regarding claim 15, Chiussi also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., col. 9, lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 16, Chiussi also discloses a crossbar (e.g., col. 3, lines 62-63). 

Regarding claim 17, Chiussi discloses means for identifying first and second 
portions of a first message in slices, and for identifying first and second portions of a 
second message in the slices (e.g., col. 8, lines 52-61), means for selecting 
independently in each slice the same messages based on priorities, and means for 
sending the portions of the selected message to the network resource (e.g., col. 9, lines 
56-60). 

Regarding claim 18, Chiussi also discloses a memory resource (e.g., col. 4, line 

65). 

Regarding claim 19, Chiussi also discloses the network resource is a processor 
(e.g., col. 4, line 65). 

Regarding claim 20, Chiussi also discloses a crossbar (e.g., col. 3, lines 62-63). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kim (US 5581777) discloses parallel routing in the context of a 
memory system architecture, likewise Pincus (US 6282583). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clifford H Knoll whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8656. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0630-1500. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark H Rinehart can be reached on 703-305-4815. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2100. 



XUAN M.THAI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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